What is abuse and neglect?

Abuse and neglect are forms of maltreatment of a child.
Somebody may abuse or neglect a child by inflicting
harm, or by failing to act to prevent harm.

Children may be abused in a family or in an institutional

or community setting, by those known to them or, more
rarely, by others (e.g. via the internet).

They may be abused by an adult or adults, or another
child or children.
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SEXUAL ABUSE

Involves forcing or enticing a child or young person to take part in sexual
activities, not necessarily involving a high level of violence, whether or not the
child is aware of what is happening. The activities may involve physical
contact, including assault by penetration (for example, rape or oral sex) or
non-penetrative acts such as masturbation, kissing, rubbing and touching
outside of clothing.

They may also include non-contact activities, such as involving children in
looking at, or in the production of, sexual images, watching sexual activities,
encouraging children to behave in sexually inappropriate ways, or grooming a
child in preparation for abuse (including via the internet).

Sexual abuse is not solely perpetrated by adult males. Women can also
commit acts of sexual abuse, as can other children.
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Signs that MAY INDICATE
Sexual Abuse:

Sudden changes in behaviour and school performance
Displays of affection which are sexual and age inappropriate
Self harm, self mutilation or attempts at suicide

Alluding to secrets which they cannot reveal

Tendency to cling or need constant reassurance

Regression to younger behaviour for example thumb sucking, playing with discarded
toys, acting like a baby

Bed wetting / incontinence
Unexplained gifts or money
Depression and withdrawal

Fear of undressing for gym activities
Sexually Transmitted Disease

Fire setting

IT IS ALSO IMPORTANT TO NOTE THAT THERE MAY BE NO SIGNS

































